The effect of selective estrogen receptor modulators on parameters of the hypothalamic-pituitary-gonadal axis.
The SERMs currently in clinical practice or in late stages of clinical development have been studied primarily for their effects on the breast, cardiovascular, bone, and reproductive systems. The effect of SERMs on the hypothalamic-pituitary-gonadal (HPG) axis has not been the primary focus of the studies conducted thus far. However the effect of SERMs on the HPG axis and the associated regulation of endocrine parameters may play an important role in their overall clinical profile. In this review the effects of selected SERMs on the HPG axis in premenopausal women, postmenopausal women, and men are summarized.